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Cronkite Ocean Awards 2026  
Speaker Bios 

 
Secretary of State for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs Salvador Malheiro. A Mechanical Engineer from 
the University of Porto and PhD in Energy, Thermodynamics and Combustion from the University of Poitiers, he 
combines a strong technical background with extensive experience in public leadership. He served as Mayor of 
Ovar Municipality for over a decade and as a Member of the Portuguese Parliament, where he stood out for his 
commitment to sustainability, regional development and local community engagement. With a professional 
background in bioenergy and renewable energy systems, he has collaborated with the European Commission and 
several international companies. In the Portuguese Government, he is focused on advancing the fisheries sector, 
maritime innovation, and the sustainable growth of Portugal’s blue economy — blending scientific expertise, 
strategic vision, and a deep commitment to the ocean’s future. 
 
Deputy Mayor Luis Capão is the Vice-President of the Câmara Municipal de Cascais. Through his leadership 
roles in local government, environmental agencies, and sustainability initiatives, his career is deeply connected to 
the green transition, and the sustainable blue economy (ocean and coastal management). Central to his leadership 
philosophy is treating citizens—including the municipality’s youth—as co-creators of the territory. He champions 
Cascais Jovem’s youth initiatives emphasize sustainability, active citizenship, and professional empowerment. He 
holds a BSc in Forestry Engineering (ISA-UTL), an MSc in Information Systems Management (NOVA IMS), and 
an Executive MBA from AESE/IESE Business School. 
 
Carolina João is a Portuguese Olympic sailor and 5-time Portuguese national Olympic champion.  As a 
pinnacle figure in Portuguese sailing, Carolina serves as an inspiration and ambassador as she trains youth at Clube 
Naval de Cascais featuring youth sailing academy, providing year-round training camps, Optimist and 420 youth 
class teams, and intensive summer programs.  Carolina has a master’s degree in chemical engineering from the 
Instituto Superior Técnico (IST) in Lisbon.  
 
Lili Caneças is an active champion the sustainable blue economy through her official appointment as an 
Ambassador for the Fundação Carlos Albertino Veiga. Primarily recognized as a prominent Portuguese socialite 
and television personality, she has increasingly channeled her public platform toward global ocean conservation, 
marine sustainability, and literacy. 

Miguel Roque is the Institute’s first Blue Economy Youth Leader Ambassador. For the last year he has 
represented the Institute at Blue Economy conferences with Forum Oceano, DGPM, BlueBio Alliance, and C2Sea 
and the Institute’s Global Blue Job Shadow Day. ™  He worked with the Institute’s global team to inspire the Blue 
Economy Youth Ambassadors.  Miguel is the founder of Volta Adventures, a sustainable tourism company based 
in Cascais, Portugal. 

Marianne Larned is an author and the Founding Director of the Stone Soup Leadership Institute, celebrating it’s 
30th anniversary.  As a pioneer in Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), Marianne developed public-private 
partnerships with Fortune 100 companies and Chambers of Commerce on workforce development.  For the last 
year, Marianne has led the Institute’s Blue Economy Initiative in Portugal including the Global Blue Job Shadow 
Day™ 2026 and serving as a mentor to the Blue Economy Youth Ambassadors. Marianne holds a master’s in 
organizational development from Boston University and the University of Massachusetts School of Education.  
Her passion for sustainability evolved from living and working alongside young people for 25 years from island 
communities that are on the front lines of climate change – from Martha's Vineyard to Puerto Rico, Hawaii, British 
Virgin Islands, Sri Lanka, and the Philippines. 
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The Stone Soup Leadership Institute’s  

Cronkite Ocean Awards • 2026 

Event Program 
 

 
Master of Ceremonies    Rodrigo Olivera  
       The Institute’s Business Partnerships 
 
Municipality of Cascais    Vice-President, Engineer Luis Capão 
       Secretary of the Environment  
 
Clube Naval de Cascais Member   Carolina João, Olympic Sailor 
 
Stone Soup Leadership Institute    Marianne Larned 
       The Institute’s Founding Director 
         
Blue Economy Youth Ambassadors Manifesto Miguel Roque 
       Blue Economy Youth Ambassador 
 
The History of Cronkite Ocean Awards    Video  
           
Guest Speaker     Lili Caneças 
 
Cronkite Ocean Award 2026 Recipient  Secretary Salvador Malheiro 
     Secretary of State for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs 
 
The Institute’s Pledge with Walter Cronkite  Video 
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The Blue Economy Generation: 

A Manifesto from Portugal’s Youth to its Leaders 



Blue Economy Generation
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